
P l a n n i n g  t h e  i n q u i r y                

1.  What is our purpose? 

1a) To inquire into the following: 

●   transdisciplinary theme 

 Who we are  

A n  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s e l f ;  b e l i e f s  a n d  v a l u e s ;  p e r s o n a l ,  p h y s i c a l ,  

m e n t a l ,  s o c i a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  h e a l t h ;  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n c l u d i n g  f a m i l i e s ,  

f r i e n d s ,  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a n d  c u l t u r e s ; r i g h t s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ;  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  

b e  h u m a n .  

●   central idea 

S y s t e m s  s h a p e  o u r  w o r l d .   

C l a s s / g r a d e :  4 th    A g e  g r o u p :  9 - 1 0     

S c h o o l :   P o e  E l e m e n t a r y   S c h o o l  c o d e : 4 9 4 9 7  

T i t l e :   S y s t e m s  S h a p e  o u r  L i v e s .  

T e a c h e r ( s ) :  L a u r e n  B a l d w i n ,  E l i z a b e t h  F i n c h ,  L a u r a  G o n z a l e z ,  T r o y  H a l l ,   

M a r y  H a d e n  H a r r i s ,  E m i l y  H a r t z o g   

 

D a t e :  1 / 5 / 2 0 2 1 -  2 / 2 6 / 2 0 2 1  

P r o p o s e d  d u r a t i o n :  8  w e e k s    

 

 



1b) Summative assessment task(s): 

W h a t  a r e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  w a y s  o f  a s s e s s i n g  s t u d e n t s ’  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  

i d e a ?  W h a t  e v i d e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t u d e n t - i n i t i a t e d  a c t i o n s ,  w i l l  w e  l o o k  f o r ?  

 

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  d r a w i n g ,  s o n g ,  p o w e r p o i n t ,  

e t c  t h a t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  a t  l e a s t  1  s y s t e m  a n d  h o w  i t  h a s  a f f e c t e d  t h e i r  l i v e s .  T h e  

s y s t e m s  c a n  r a n g e  f r o m  c o m m u n i t y  s y s t e m s  t o  w o r l d l y  s y s t e m s .   

• W h a t  i s  y o u r  s y s t e m ?  

• H o w  d o  t h e  p a r t s  o f  a  s y s t e m  w o r k  t o g e t h e r ?  

• W h a t  h a p p e n s  i f  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  i s  b r o k e n  o r  m i s s i n g ?  

• W h a t  h a p p e n s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t s  w h e n  t h e  o n e  p a r t  i s  b r o k e n  o r  

m i s s i n g ?  

• H o w  d o e s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s y s t e m  c h a n g e  t h e  w o r l d ?  

 

 

DESCRIPTION  Point Value 

At least one system 2 0  

Explanation of the system: Who does it benefit? 
What are it’s functions? Are there more than one of 
this type of system? When do you use it? Where can 
it be found?  

2 5  

How does this system benefit you? What changes 
would you make to improve it? 

1 5  

How does this shape the world? 1 0  

Visual Representation 1 0  

Neatness 1 0  

Grammar 1 0  

Total 1 0 0  

  

 

2.  What do we want to learn? 

W h a t  a r e  t h e  k e y  c o n c e p t s  ( f o r m ,  f u n c t i o n ,  c a u s a t i o n ,  c h a n g e ,  c o n n e c t i o n ,  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  r e f l e c t i o n )  t o  b e  e m p h a s i z e d  w i t h i n  t h i s  i n q u i r y ?  

Key Concepts: F u n c t i o n ,  C o n n e c t i o n ,  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y                                              

Related Concepts: R o l e ,  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e ,  s y s t e m   

W h a t  l i n e s  o f  i n q u i r y  w i l l  d e f i n e  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a ?  

●   Reasons for systems  

●   The nature of humans 

• societal and environmental changes over time.  

●   Relationships that may affect systems  

 

W h a t  t e a c h e r  q u e s t i o n s / p r o v o c a t i o n s  w ill drive these inquiries? 

W r i t e  t h e  w o r d  " s y s t e m s "  o n  t h e  b o a r d .  O n  s t i c k i e s  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  w r i t e  e x a m p l e s ,  

d e f i n i t i o n s ,  e t c .  D i s c u s s  h o w  t h e  a f f e c t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y / w o r l d .  O r  i f  v i r t u a l ,  P o w e r P o i n t  

w i t h  p e a r d e c k -  s t u d e n t s  n a m e  s y s t e m s ,  j a m b o a r d .  U s e  s t u d e n t  v i d e o s  t h a t  d e s c r i b e  

w h a t  s y s t e m s  a r e .    

W h a t  k i n d  o f  s y s t e m s  a r e  t h e r e  i n  o u r  w o r l d ?   

W h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  s y s t e m s ?  

W h i c h  s y s t e m s  a f f e c t  y o u ?  Y o u r  f a m i l y ?  Y o u r  c o m m u n i t y ?  O u r  c o u n t r y ?  O u r  w o r l d ?  

G u i d e  s t u d e n t s  t o  s o c i a l ,  n a t u r a l ,  a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  s y s t e m s .  

 

 

©  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B a c c a l a u r e a t e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  2 0 1 1  



P l a n n i n g  t h e  i n q u i r y  

3.  How might we know what we have learned? 

This column should be used in conjunction with “How best might we learn?” 

W h a t  a r e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  w a y s  o f  a s s e s s i n g  s t u d e n t s ’  p r i o r  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  s k i l l s ?   

W h a t  e v i d e n c e  w i l l  w e  l o o k  f o r ?  

S t u d e n t ’ s  p r i o r  k n o w l e d g e  w i l l  b e  a s s e s s e d  t h r o u g h  K - W - L  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n  a n d  p a r t s  

o f  t y p e s  o f  s y s t e m s .  T e a c h e r  w i l l  u s e  P e a r D e c k  t o  g a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  s t u d e n t ’ s  p r i o r  

k n o w l e d g e .   

   
 
  

 
 

 

 

4.  How best might we learn? 

W h a t  a r e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  t h e  t e a c h e r  a n d / o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  

e n c o u r a g e  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h  t h e  i n q u i r i e s  a n d  a d d r e s s  t h e  d r i v i n g  

q u e s t i o n s ?  

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  o r g a n i z e  a n d  c a t e g o r i z e  t h e  s t i c k i e  n o t e s  o r  p a r t s  o f  P o w e r P o i n t  

f r o m  t h e  p r o v o c a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  g r o u p s  b e l o w  ( s t u d e n t s  w i l l  g e n e r a t e ) :   

• S c i e n t i f i c  

• E d u c a t i o n a l   

• G o v e r n m e n t a l  

• E c o n o m i c   

• B e h a v i o r a l   

 

G o v e r n m e n t a l  S y s t e m s :   

 T y p e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d  p o w e r p o i n t -  U s e  t h i s  t o  h e l p  r e v i e w  p r e v i o u s  

t a u g h t  c o n c e p t s  a n d  m a k e  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  h o w  g o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  t y p e s  o f  s y s t e m s .  

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  i d e n t i f y  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  T e x a s  g o v e r n m e n t .  D i s c u s s  h o w  s t r o n g  

l e a d e r s  a f f e c t  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  ( s y s t e m ) .  T h i n k / p a i r / s h a r e .  W e  w i l l  

c o m p a r e  T e x a s  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d .   

L e s s o n  o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  d i c t a t o r s h i p .  

S t u d e n t s  c o m p a r e  d i c t a t o r s h i p  t o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d e m o c r a c y .  W h a t  a r e  t h e  p a r t s  o f  

b o t h .  H o w  d o e s  e a c h  m a i n t a i n  i t s  s y s t e m ?  S t u d e n t s  d r a w  a  s y m b o l  f o r  a  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  a  s y m b o l  f o r  a  d i c t a t o r s h i p .  E a c h  p a r t  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  

n e e d s  t o  b e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  s y m b o l .   

S c h o o l  s y s t e m s :   

S t u d e n t s  l e a r n  a b o u t  3  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s :  G e r m a n y ,  J a p a n ,  a n d  F i n l a n d .  

S t u d e n t s  c o m p a r e  a n d  c o n t r a s t .  S t u d e n t s  t a k e  s u r v e y - W h i c h  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  

a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e m  a n d  w h y ?  S t u d e n t s  c o m p a r e  T e x a s  S c h o o l  S y s t e m s  t o  G e r m a n y ,  

F i n l a n d ,  a n d  J a p a n  S c h o o l  S y s t e m s .   



S t u d e n t s  d e s i g n  a  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  W h a t  p a r t s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u n c t i o n ?  

H i s t o r i c a l  S y s t e m s  t h a t  c h a n g e d  s o c i e t y :  

G o  t o  t h e  a r t i c l e  

h t t p s : / / w w w . d u c k s t e r s . c o m / h i s t o r y / c i v i l _ w a r / u n d e r g r o u n d _ r a i l r o a d . p h p  

   ( o r  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e )  t h a t  d e s c r i b e s  a n d  h a s   i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  s t u d e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

U n d e r g r o u n d  R a i l r o a d .  U s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  s i t e  t o  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  e x a m i n e  a n d  

d i s c u s s  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  N o r t h  a n d  t h e  S o u t h  b e f o r e  

a n d  a f t e r  t h e  c i v i l  w a r .  U s e  t h e  i n t e r a c t i v e  g r a p h i c ,  o r  p r i n t  o u t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t o  

p o i n t  o u t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m p a r a t i v e  f a c t s  a b o u t  t h e  N o r t h  a n d  S o u t h .  E n c o u r a g e  

s t u d e n t s  t o  d i s c u s s  w h y  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,  a n d  r a i l r o a d s  

p r o v e d  t o  b e  i m p o r t a n t :  ( L O I 2 )  

 

D e b a t e  o n  r a i l r o a d s  a n d  b a r b e d  w i r e -  w h i c h  i s  a  m o r e  v a l u a b l e  i n v e n t i o n s .  H o w  d i d  

t h e s e  i n v e n t i o n s  c h a n g e  s o c i e t y .   

 

E v e r y d a y  s y s t e m s :   

W r i t i n g -  h o w  i s  w r i t i n g  a  s y s t e m ?  E x p o s i t o r y ?  N a r r a t i v e ?   

R e s e a r c h  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  w o r l d l y  c o n f l i c t s .   

 C o n f l i c t /  c h a n g e s  w i t h i n  S y s t e m s :   

F a c i l i t a t e  a  g u i d e d  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  N o r t h e r n  

a n d  S o u t h e r n  p o i n t s  o f  v i e w  a b o u t  s l a v e r y ,  s e c t i o n a l i s m ,  a n d  s t a t e s ’  r i g h t s ,  a n d  

d i s c u s s  h o w  t h o s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  c o n f l i c t .  

P r o j e c t  B a s e d  L e a r n i n g — s t u d e n t s  w i l l  r e s e a r c h  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  u n r e s t  i n  

t h e  U . S . .  H o w  w a s  t h e  s y s t e m  d i s r u p t e d ?  H o w  c a n  t h e  s y s t e m  r e p a i r  i t s e l f ?  

 

S t u d e n t s  w r i t e  a  s u m m a r y  o f  t h e  t h r e e  b r o a d  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  W a r .  E a c h  “ m a i n  

i d e a ”  s h o u l d  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  W a r ,  a n d  s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  p r o v i d e  

s u f f i c i e n t  d e t a i l .  T h e  o p e n i n g  a n d  c o n c l u d i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  s h o u l d  a d d r e s s  h o w  t h e s e  

i d e o l o g i c a l / e c o n o m i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  s u c h  a  d e v a s t a t i n g  w a r .   

 

S c i e n t i f i c :  

https://www.ducksters.com/history/civil_war/underground_railroad.php
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/underground_railroad/map.htm
http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/bhistory/underground_railroad/map.htm


L i s t  t h e  p a r t s  o f  a  s o l a r  o v e n .  W h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  i f  p a r t s  w e r e  t a k e n  a w a y ?  W o u l d  

t h e  s y s t e m  s t i l l  b e  t h e  s a m e ?  

 

G i v e n  s i m p l e  c i r c u i t  c o m p o n e n t s ,  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  e l e c t r i c i t y  t r a v e l s  i n  

a  c l o s e d  p a t h  b y  c r e a t i n g  a  c l o s e d  e l e c t r i c a l  c i r c u i t .  G i v e  s t u d e n t s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

w o r k  i n  g r o u p s  a n d  t r y  t o  t u r n  o n  a  l i g h t  b u l b  b y  u s i n g  o n e  l i g h t  b u l b ,  t w o  s h o r t  w i r e s ,  

a n d  a  b a t t e r y .  

 

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for 

the development of the attributes of the learner profile? 

P r i n c i p l e d ,  B a l a n c e d ,  O p e n - M i n d e d  

R e s e a r c h  s k i l l s  w e r e  d e v e l o p e d  a s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  r e s e a r c h  i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  t h a t  h a v e  

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  w o r l d .  

S e l f - M a n a g e m e n t  ( T i m e  M a n a g e m e n t )  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  v a r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s t u d e n t  

w e r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  u s e  t i m e  w i s e l y  a n d  o r g a n i z e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o l l e c t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  

c a r r y  o u t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  e f f e c t i v e l y .  

A s  w e  d i s c u s s  i m p o r t a n t  p e o p l e  w e  w i l l  l o o k  a t  h o w  t h e y  w e r e  p r i n c i p l e d ,  b a l a n c e d ,  

a n d  o p e n  m i n d e d …  o r  h o w  t h e y  w e r e  n o t .   

 

 

 



5.  What resources need to be gathered? 

W h a t  p e o p l e ,  p l a c e s ,  a u d i o - v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  r e l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  m u s i c ,  a r t ,  c o m p u t e r  s o f t w a r e ,  e t c ,  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e ?  

Additional Electrical Circuit Investigations and Activities 

• S c o u t i n g  f o r  c i r c u i t s  a c t i v i t y  ( e a s y  t o  i m p l e m e n t )  

• E l e c t r i c i t y  
 

H a v e  s t u d e n t s  v i e w  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v i d e o s  f r o m  D i s c o v e r y  E d u c a t i o n   

• R e a l  W o r l d  S c i e n c e :  E l e c t r i c i t y  

• H o t  L i n e :  A l l  A b o u t  E l e c t r i c i t y  

• R o c k s  a r e  D i f f e r e n t  S i z e s  

• C l a y  

• S o i l  P r o p e r t i e s  a n d  T y p e s  

T h e  L i v i n g  S o i l  

 

B r a i n p o p . c o m  ( u s e r n a m e :  hisdyourschoolname p a s s w o r d :  hisd) 

• E l e c t r i c i t y  

• C i r c u i t s  

• S o i l  

• F a m o u s  s c i e n t i s t s  

• U n d e r g r o u n d  r a i l r o a d  

• G o v e r n m e n t  

• S c h o o l  s y s t e m s  

•  

•  

S c i e n c e  F u s i o n  r e a d i n g :  U s e  U n i t  5  L e s s o n  2  W h a t  A r e  E l e c t r i c  C i r c u i t s ,  C o n d u c t o r s ,  a n d  I n s u l a t o r s ?  T E  a n d  S E  p .  2 2 7 – 2 4 0  a n d  o n l i n e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  h e l p  s t u d e n t s  

u n d e r s t a n d  e l e c t r i c a l  c i r c u i t s .  I t ’ s  S h o c k i n g  ( i n s u l a t o r s  a n d  c o n d u c t o r s )  T E / S E  p p .  2 2 8 – 2 2 9  

• A  P a t h  t o  F o l l o w  ( o p e n  a n d  c l o s e d  c i r c u i t s )  T E / S E  p p .  2 3 0 – 2 3 1  

• W h o  N e e d s  a  M a p ?  ( s e r i e s  a n d  p a r a l l e l  c i r c u i t s )  T E / S E  p p .  2 3 2 – 2 3 3  

• L e s s o n  2  R e v i e w  T E / S E  p p .  2 3 6 – 2 4 0  

• M a k e  C o n n e c t i o n s  T E  p .  2 4 0 A  p r o v i d e s  i d e  o n  h o w  t o  e x t e n d  t h i s  l e s s o n  i n t o  o t h e r  s u b j e c t  a r e a s  

S o i l  m a p  o f  w o r l d .  

 

 G l o b a l s o i l m a p . n e t  

G o v e r n m e n t s :  

h t t p s : / / w e b - j a p a n . o r g / k i d s w e b /  

Education System in Germany  
School Lunch in Japan: it's not just about eating!  
Education in Finland   

http://www.utdanacenter.org/sciencetoolkit/downloads/activities/5_scouting_circuits.pdf
http://www.thetech.org/exhibits/online/topics/10a.html
http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/search/assetDetail.cfm?guidAssetID=D465E619-7E67-4E90-9C36-0DBC096D11CE
http://streaming.discoveryeducation.com/search/assetDetail.cfm?guidAssetID=DA8C5332-2192-4FD9-85FE-D3B3247325C0
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=0D02C635-0A95-4511-9577-03715A825453&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=28218C49-73FD-4AD9-9FDA-1C4016198411&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=925C25E0-2D64-4EEC-B2E7-C94C1AA4A255&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://www.unitedstreaming.com/search/assetDetail.cfm?guidAssetID=D07092EE-471D-47FB-A155-64291418AC11
http://www.brainpop.com/science/energy/electricity/
http://www.brainpop.com/science/energy/electriccircuits/
http://www.brainpop.com/science/earthsystem/soil/
http://www-k6.thinkcentral.com/content/hsp/science/fusion/tx/gr4/ete_9780544069688_/index.html?page=227
http://www-k6.thinkcentral.com/content/hsp/science/fusion/tx/gr4/ete_9780544069688_/index.html?page=228
http://www-k6.thinkcentral.com/content/hsp/science/fusion/tx/gr4/ete_9780544069688_/index.html?page=230
http://www-k6.thinkcentral.com/content/hsp/science/fusion/tx/gr4/ete_9780544069688_/index.html?page=232
http://www-k6.thinkcentral.com/content/hsp/science/fusion/tx/gr4/ete_9780544069688_/index.html?page=236
http://www-k6.thinkcentral.com/content/hsp/science/fusion/tx/gr4/ete_9780544069688_/index.html?page=240A
https://web-japan.org/kidsweb/
https://cleversso.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/ac84a7b7-f280-4a7e-b213-6ae2f4c69532
https://cleversso.discoveryeducation.com/learn/player/ac84a7b7-f280-4a7e-b213-6ae2f4c69532
https://video.link/w/P6jPb
https://video.link/w/P6jPb
https://video.link/w/pWkPb
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B i o g r a p h i e s :  

T h i s  P B S  i n t e r a c t i v e  d i g i t a l  l e s s o n  B e n j a m i n  F r a n k l i n :  H o w  S h o c k i n g  p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  B e n j a m i n  F r a n k l i n  a n d  h i s  e l e c t r i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n s .  

M y O n ;  D u c k s t e r s . c o m ;   

 

H o w  w i l l  t h e  c l a s s r o o m  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d / o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  b e  u s e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  i n q u i r y ?  

T h e  c o m p u t e r /  l i b r a r y  w i l l  b e  u s e d  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  r e s e a r c h  s k i l l s .  

S t u d e n t s  m a y  c r e a t e  a  d r a m a ,  P o w e r P o i n t ,  a  m o d e l  o f  h o w  a  s y s t e m  w o r k s .   

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  d e s i g n  a  s y m b o l  f o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  d i c t a t o r s h i p .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  i n c l u d e  p a r t s  o f  e a c h  s y s t e m  i n  t h e i r  d e s i g n .  

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  c r e a t e  a n  i d e a l  s c h o o l  l e s s o n  f o r  t h e i r  l e a r n i n g  s t y l e .   
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R e f l e c t i n g  o n  t h e  i n q u i r y  

6.  To what extent did we achieve our purpose? 

A s s e s s  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  b y  p r o v i d i n g  e v i d e n c e  o f  s t u d e n t s ’  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a .  T h e  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  a l l  t e a c h e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  

t e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  i n q u i r y  s h o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d .  

T h e  s t u d e n t s  g a v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a  b y  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

  

 S t u d e n t s  t h r i v e d  o n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  c i r c u i t s  a n d  n a m i n g  t h e  p a r t s .  T h i s  w a s  q u i t e  

s u c c e s s f u l .  S t u d e n t s  a l s o  w e r e  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  p a r t s  o f  a  s y s t e m .   

S t u d e n t s  u s e d  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  v o t i n g  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  p l a n n e r  a n d  

c o m p a r e d  t h o s e  s y s t e m s  a n d  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  w h e n  a  p a r t  w a s  m i s s i n g .   

C l a s s  c o u n c i l  l e d  s t u d e n t s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  s o c i a l  s y s t e m s  a n d  s h a r e d  w a y s  t o  

i m p r o v e  f r i e n d s h i p s .  O n e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  w a s  o n  b u l l y i n g .  

S t u d e n t s  a l s o  s t u d i e d  d i f f e r e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  s y s t e m s  a n d  w h a t  a  s o c i e t y  w o u l d  b e  

l i k e  w i t h o u t  r u l e s  o r  l a w s .  

S t u d e n t s  l e a r n e d  m o r e  a b o u t  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .   S t u d e n t s  s h a r e d  

e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  b r a i n s t o r m e d  w a y s  t o  i m p r o v e  o u r  o w n  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  b a s e d  u p o n  

w h a t  t h e y  l e a r n e d .   

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  c l e a r l y  a b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  w h a t  a  s i m p l e  s y s t e m  w a s  a n d  i d e n t i f y  t h e  

p a r t s .  M o s t  s t u d e n t s  p i c k e d  s i m p l e  o b j e c t s  l i k e  p e n c i l s /  s t a p l e r s /  b o o k s .  S o m e  

s t u d e n t s  w e n t  m o r e  c o m p l e x  w i t h  t h e  h u m a n  b o d y /  e l e c t r i c a l  s y s t e m s .  

 S t u d e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  a b l e  t o  m a k e  a  c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  c u l t u r e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  

a s  a  s y s t e m  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  T e x a s  i n d e p e n d e n c e /  c i v i l  w a r  U S A .   

T h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  w h y  s y s t e m s  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  H o w  y o u  c o u l d  

i m p r o v e  o n  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  t a s k ( s )  s o  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e  a  m o r e  a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  

o f  e a c h  s t u d e n t ’ s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a .  A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  

s u m m a t i v e  a s s e s s m e n t  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  d e s c r i b e  t h e  t y p e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  

f i c t i t i o u s  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  h o w  t h e  l a w s / r u l e s  a r e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h a t  s e l e c t e d  g o v e r n m e n t .   

W h a t  w a s  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n s  w e r e  m a d e  b e t w e e n  t h e  c e n t r a l  i d e a  a n d  

7.  To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP? 

W h a t  w e r e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  e n a b l e d  s t u d e n t s  t o :  

●    d e v e l o p  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  “ W h a t  d o  w e  w a n t  t o  

l e a r n ? ”  

 

                                            

F u n c t i o n :   S t u d e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  s h a r e  w h a t  s o c i e t y  w o u l d  b e  l i k e  w i t h o u t  l a w s  o r  

r u l e s .  S t u d e n t s  a l s o  l e a r n e d  t h a t  m a n y  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  d i f f e r  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  

s t i l l  h a v e  s i m i l a r  p u r p o s e s .   

C o n n e c t i o n :   B a s e d  o n  s t u d e n t s ’  k n o w l e d g e  o f  g a m e s  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f u n c t i o n  a n d  n e e d  f o r  r u l e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  t h e  g a m e  f a i r  a n d  

f u n .  

C o n n e c t i o n / R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  S t u d e n t s  c o n n e c t e d  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s  s c h o o l s  

o p e r a t e d  a n d  d i s c e r n e d  w h i c h  t y p e  o f  s y s t e m  w o u l d  w o r k  b e s t  f o r  t h e m .  

 

 

●    d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  l e a r n i n g  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  t r a n s d i s c i p l i n a r y  s k i l l s ?  

 R e s e a r c h ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  s o c i a l  s k i l l s ,  

R e s e a r c h :  W h i l e  r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  h a v e  a n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  s y s t e m s  a s  w e l l  a s  c o m p a r e  a n d  c o n t r a s t s  t h o s e  s y s t e m s .  

 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n / S o c i a l  S k i l l s :During lessons, students communicated orally and via 

PearDeck thoughts on types of school systems they preferred and why. 

Also, students presented their PowerPoints to the class. 

 

●    d e v e l o p  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  t h e  l e a r n e r  p r o f i l e  a n d / o r  a t t i t u d e s ?  

I n  e a c h  c a s e ,  e x p l a i n  y o u r  s e l e c t i o n .    

 P r i n c i p l e d :  F o l l o w  t h e  r u l e s  m a i n t a i n s  f a i r n e s s  i n  s o c i e t y .   

 B a l a n c e d :  H o w  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  p o w e r  i s  d i s t r i b u t e d  e f f e c t s  t h e  t y p e  o f  

g o v e r n m e n t .   T h e  s t u d e n t s  n o t i c e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  t h e  l e a r n e r  p r o f i l e  

“ b a l a n c e d ”  a n d  a  b a l a n c e d  f o r m  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .  W h a t  h a p p e n s  w h e n  t h e  p o w e r  i s  

n o t  b a l a n c e d .  



t h e  t r a n s d i s c i p l i n a r y  t h e m e ?  

T h e  s t u d e n t s  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  w e  a r e  w h o  w e  a r e  d u e  t o  t h e  s o c i e t a l  s y s t e m s  i n  

p l a c e .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s y s t e m s  s h a p e  o u r  b e h a v i o r  i n  d a i l y  l i f e .  S o m e  

s y s t e m s  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  b e  r e s t r i c t i v e  w h i l e  o t h e r s  p r o m o t e  m o r e  f r e e d o m .  I n  a  

p e r f e c t  w o r l d ,  a l l  p e o p l e  w o u l d  h a v e  t h e  f r e e d o m  t o  c h o o s e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  

s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  

 C o o p e r a t i o n :   I f  y o u  w a n t  a  b a l a n c e d  g o v e r n m e n t  y o u  h a v e  t o  w o r k  

t o g e t h e r .  I n  s c h o o l  s y s t e m s ,  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  n e e d  t o  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  p r o v i d e  

a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  l e a r n i n g .  
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8.  What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning? 

R e c o r d  a  r a n g e  o f  s t u d e n t - i n i t i a t e d  i n q u i r i e s  a n d  s t u d e n t  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  h i g h l i g h t  a n y  

t h a t  w e r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  t e a c h i n g  a n d  l e a r n i n g .  

W h o  d e c i d e s  h o w  g o v e r n m e n t s  a r e  f o r m e d ?  

W h y  d o  s o m e  s c h o o l s  h a v e  m o r e  s p a c e  a n d  c o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a n  o t h e r s ?  

H o w  a r e  s c h o o l s  d e s i g n e d ?  W h o  m a k e s  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  f o r  s u b j e c t s ?  

W h y  c a n ’ t  s t u d e n t s  l e a r n  i n  a  w a y  t h a t ’ s  e a s i e r  f o r  t h e m ?  

W h y  w o u l d  a n y o n e  w a n t  t o  l i v e  i n  a  d i c t a t o r s h i p ?  

W h y  d o n ’ t  p e o p l e  l e a v e  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  d o n ’ t  s u i t  t h e i r  n e e d s ?  

B u l l y i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  b y  s e v e r a l  C l a s s  C o u n c i l  m e m b e r s .  S t u d e n t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  

b r a i n s t o r m i n g  o n  h o w  t o  s o l v e .  

S t u d e n t  r e v i e w  o f  v o t i n g  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a s  s y s t e m s .  D i s c u s s i o n  o n  w a y s  t o  

i m p r o v e .  V o t i n g  b r o c h u r e s  a n d  P o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  b r o c h u r e s  w e r e  c r e a t e d  i n  4 . 2  a n d  

s h a r e d  w i t h  f a m i l e s .  

 W h a t  d o  y o u  d o  w h e n  y o u  d o  w h e n  s o m e o n e  i s  n o t  b e i n g  f a i r  d u r i n g  a  

g a m e ?   

 W h a t  d o  y o u  d o  w h e n  s o m e o n e  w o n ’ t  s t o p  b o t h e r i n g  y o u ?   

 W h a t  i f  a  g r o u p  o f  c i t i z e n s  c h o o s e  n o t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e ?  

 W h a t  h a p p e n s  i f  y o u  d o n ’ t  v o t e ?   

At this point teachers should go back to box 2 “What do we want to learn?” and 

highlight the teacher questions/provocations that were most effective in driving the 

inquiries. 

What student-initiated actions arose from the learning? 

R e c o r d  s t u d e n t - i n i t i a t e d  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  b y  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g r o u p s  s h o w i n g  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  

t o  r e f l e c t ,  t o  c h o o s e  a n d  t o  a c t .  

 9.  Teacher notes 

W e  w a n t  t o  m o v e  f r o m  a  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  f o c u s  t o  a  s c i e n c e  f o c u s  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .  

M i g h t  n e e d  t o  r e w r i t e  a n d  m o v e  a r o u n d  P O I s .   

S t u d e n t s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f y  s y s t e m s .  S u m m a t i v e  a s s e s s m e n t  p a p e r s  w e r e  

g r e a t  a d d i t i o n  i n t o  t h e i r  p o r t f o l i o s .  M a n y  s t u d e n t s  c h o s e  t h i s  p i e c e  t o  s h a r e  w i t h  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  l e a d  c o n f e r e n c e s .  

P o s s i b l e  s h o r t  r e a d  a l o u d s  ( R e a d i n g  S t r e e t  L e v e l  R e a d e r s )   

N e w s p a p e r  c l i p p i n g s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  g r a p h i c  a n d  a r e  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s  t h a t  e x h i b i t  h o w  

d i f f e r e n t  s y s t e m s  w o r k  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .   

W a t e r  c y c l e   w o u l d  b e  a  g o o d  a d d i t i o n .  W e  c a n  u s e  M y O n  t o  a s s i g n  r e l a t e d  r e a d i n g  

m a t e r i a l .   



 A  d i s c u s s i o n  w a s  s t a r t e d  o n  w h y  r u l e s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r  s o m e  p e o p l e .   

S t u d e n t s  w a n t e d  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  h o w  t h e y  b e s t  l e a r n  a n d  c r e a t e  s p a c e  f o r  

l e a r n i n g  t h a t  s u i t e d  t h e m .  

 S t u d e n t s  c r e a t e d  a  n e w  g a m e  ( S h a d o w  T a g )  w i t h  r u l e s  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  d u r i n g  t i m e s  w h e n  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c i n g  i s  r e q u i r e d .  S t u d e n t s  w r o t e  t h e  r u l e s  

a n d  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  P . E .  t e a c h e r .  

S t u d e n t s  h a v e  t a k e n  a n  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s t o r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  

s c h o o l s .   
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